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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 14166 

FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, SP, VT 

SUB J : VATICAN-SPANISH RELATIONS: RETURN OF NUCIO TO MADRID 
REF: ROME 14083 

1. AS REPORTED IN REFTEL, VATICAN-SPANISH RELATIONS REACHED AN 
UNPRECEDENTED LOW POINT EARLY THIS WEEK. THE RETURN OF PAPAL NUNDO, 
MSGR. LUIGI DADGLIO, TO MADRID ON SEPT. 30 SO SOON AFTER THE 

POPE'S VIGOROUS PUBLIC CONDEMNATION OF THE GOS, THE RECALL OF 
THE SPANISH AMBASSADOR FROM THE HOLY SEE, AND THE ABSENCE OF 
A GOVERNMENT DELEGATION AT THE CANONIZATION OF A SPANISH PERUVIAN 
SAINT, WAS A STEP TAKEN FOLLOWING VATICAN HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS, 
INCLUDING A SEPT. 29 PRIVATE AUDIENCE BETWEEN POPE PAUL AND 
NUNCIO DADAGLIO. 

2. ALTHOUGH THE RETURN OF THE NUNCIO IS IN LINE WITH NORMAL 
VATICAN PRACTICE OF NOT RECALLING ITS CHIEF DIPLOMATS DURING 
TIMES OF TROUBLE WITH TEMPORAL AUTHORITIES, VATICAN SOURCES 
VIEW THE EARLY RETURN OF THE NUNCIO AS AN ACTION MOTIVATED BY 
SEVERAL IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATIONS: FIRST, VATICAN CONSIDERS 
THE NUNCIO'S PRESENCE IN MADRID NECESSARY IN AVOIDING FURTHER 
"IRRATIONAL" MOVES ON PART OF GOS WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO COMPLETE 
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REPUTURE IN RELATIONS. SECOND. VATICAN HOPES TO EXERCISE THROUGH 
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THE NUNCIO A MODERATING INFLUENCE ON GOS BECAUSE IT FEARS THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF POSSIBLE PRECIPITIOUS COLLAPSE OF PRESENT 
ORDER IN SPAIN. THIRD, THE VATICAN BELIEVES THAT RETURN OF 
NUNCIO WILL SIGNAL TO GOS DESIRABILITY OF AUTHORIZING THE PROMPT 
RETURN OF SPANISH AMBASSADOR TO HOLY SEE. FOURTH, VATICAN IS 
ENDEAVORING TO INSTILL IN GOS THROUGH VARIOUS MEANS RELIZATION 
THAT IT WOULD BE TO ITS OWN INTEREST TO COOL DOWN DISPUTE WITH 
VATICAN QUICKLY RATHER THAN PROLONGING IT AND THEREBY RISK THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF BEING CONFRONTED INTERNALLY BY A MORE MILITANT 
CHURCH OPPOSITION. COMMENT: IT ALSO APPEARS TO US THAT 
VATICAN CONSIDERS CONTINUING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH GOS 
IMPORTANT BECAUSE OF PENDING MAJOR CHURCH-STATE ISSUES, SUCH 
AS FILLING OF SEVERAL VACANT BISHOPRICS AND THE STALLED CONCORDAT 
REVISION TALKS. VOLPE 
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